
JOIN US THIS
AUTUMN

 
SEE OUR NEXT

EVENTS

Welcome to our first edition of the New Life
on the Old West (NLOW) Newsletter. Our
newsletter will be produced quarterly, with
the next edition available in December.

We hope you enjoy reading our project
updates, finding out about our upcoming
events and discovering how you can help!

The NLOW project is running for 3 years, delivered by
Cambridgeshire ACRE, and funded by the National
Lottery Heritage Fund. This summer we launched our
events - read on to find out more!

WELCOME TO OUR
NEWSLETTER
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AN INTRODUCTION TO
THE PROJECT
The New Life on the Old West (NLOW)
project will deliver wildlife habitat
enhancements in green spaces and
surrounding countryside within areas
close to the Old West River in the
Cambridgeshire Fens. 

The countryside around the Old West
River is an important stronghold for rare
and threatened species. It is located in
between the rapidly expanding RSPB
Ouse Fen wetland reserve and Ouse
Washes to the west, and the National
Trust’s 100-year Wicken Fen Vision area
to the east, potentially creating a
significant habitat corridor in between.

The project will create a series of
small-scale habitat improvements –
ponds, scrapes and wildflower
meadows – in the arable landscape, the
extensive ditch network and community
green spaces.

Together, these improvements will
create a more resilient landscape in the
Cambridgeshire Fens; connecting
dispersed species and habitats, while
creating demonstration sites for others
to learn from.

Are you ready to take part?
Join us today!
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https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/join-us/


OUR SUMMER OF
EVENTS
by Laura Allen, Natural Heritage &

Communities Officer

This summer we have been busy with the launch
of the New Life Old West project and have
enjoyed getting to know the local community at
our events.

In August, we led a number of family friendly
nature walks. It was fantastic to see the
enthusiasm of young people for their local
wildlife - and there was a range of butterflies,
dragonflies and birds identified, all recorded in
our data log.

Our first habitat enhancement event saw a bug
hotel and hedgehog house being created in
Rampton with three bat boxes installed. We even
had a few early guests (spiders, slugs and snails)
check-in during construction! 

Fenland pollinator expert, Hilary Conlon, led two
fascinating sessions exploring how our
community green spaces can help support vital
pollinating insects. Hilary provided advice on
creating wildflower meadow areas and the use of
suitable wildflower plug plants – which can be
used to provide pollen and nectar sources even in
regularly mown areas. We will be working with
local communities to create more wildflower rich
areas as the project moves forward. 
  
Thank you to everyone who came along and made
our summer events such a success!

Discover our upcoming events on our website.
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https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/data-log/
http://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/


ENHANCING WILDLIFE
HABITAT IN
CAMBRIDGESHIRE
by Howard Jones, NLOW Project Manager

Making new space for wildlife in community green
spaces and the surrounding countryside in the
Cambridgeshire Fens is at the heart of the New Life
project. We have been working with local landowners,
and busy obtaining planning permission and other
consents, for habitat enhancements at 9 farms in the
area. With invaluable help from the Ely Group of
Internal Drainage Boards the practical work will start
this autumn and winter. 

Examples include a new large pond complex at Hainey
Farm near Soham – this will feature three ponds of
differing depths - great new habitat for invertebrates,
waders and waterfowl, amphibians and reptiles.

Field corner ponds will be dug at Bedwell Hey Farm,
Little Thetford, plus ditch corner ponds and berms at
Willow Grange Farm, Chittering.  
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THE RESULTS
ARE IN...

During the spring we engaged
experienced consultant aquatic
ecologists, Jonathan Graham and Martin
Hammond, to undertake an ecological
survey of drainage ditches and ponds
within the New Life on the Old West
project area

A total of 125 water bodies were
sampled across the project area. 125
pond or drain plants, 99 bank plants and
108 water beetle species were recorded.

The surveyors concluded that while the
Old West river itself is highly eutrophic,
impacting the ecological quality of the
adjoining ditches, some 42% of water
bodies surveyed have been classed as
being of conservation importance for
biodiversity, and that the predominantly
agricultural water bodies surveyed within
the New Life project area have
significant ecological value for their ditch
plant and water beetle assemblages.

Find the full report on our website.

In our local communities, we’ll be running volunteer
work parties to create new homes for wildlife this
winter. These will include wildflower meadows at Over
and Rampton, new orchard trees in Cottenham, a village
green pond and native species hedges in Little
Thetford… plus bug hotels, wildlife habitat piles,
woodland thinning, tree planting and more! Details will
be available on our website in advance. We will need
lots of help! Anyone who wants to be involved can
contact us through our website or email me at
Howard.Jones@cambsacre.org.uk 

Berms are cut into
the side of land
drains to create
wildlife rich,
shallow freshwater
habitat.

http://www.elydrainageboards.co.uk/
https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/new-life-on-the-old-west-aquatic-vegetation-and-coleoptera-survey/
https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/join-us/
mailto:Howard.Jones@cambsacre.org.uk
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