
VOLUNTEER 
WITH US!

 
SEE OUR NEXT 

EVENTS

Over the last few months we have enjoyed spotting and 
recording a range of overwintering birds across the 
project area. From lapwings along the Old West River 
near Aldreth, to whooper swans gathering to feed in 
Haddenham's farmland and redwings in Wilburton and 
Stretham. 

In February, Nature Volunteers joined two RSPB Wardens 
for a walk at RSPB Fen Drayton Lakes to develop their 
identification skills. Here they were able to catch a rare 
glimpse of six smew along with goldeneye ducks and signs 
of early spring courtship between great crested grebes. 

Spring is now in the air with snowdrops and daffodils all 
around...

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!
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DEVELOP YOUR SKILLS 
WITH US
A range of expert-led training sessions will be 
held over the next few months to provide an 
opportunity for volunteers to develop their ID 
and surveying skills. Sessions will be beneficial 
for volunteers and increase their confidence 
when completing transect surveys or for 
volunteers who wish to monitor key habitats.

Training will include:

Aquatic plant ID
Find out how to identify aquatic plants which 
will enable you to monitor plants within ponds 
and ditches across the project area.

e-DNA training
See how to collect e-DNA from waterbodies to 
monitor amphibian and reptile biodiversity. Put 
your training into practice by 'adopting' a key 
enhancement site to collect your own samples.

Otter and water voles workshop
Discover the practical methods of identifying 
field signs of both species. Test out your skills 
with a visit to a field site alongside an expert.

Reptile and amphibian surveying
Develop your species ID skills and learn how to 
conduct surveys. Opportunity for a close up 
encounter with reptiles and amphibians in the 
field.

Sign up to be a Nature 
Volunteer today!

M A R C H .  2 0 2 2 N O .  3

UPCOMING EVENTS

World Frog Day!
Sunday 20th March 2022
Share your frog photos with us 
using #newlifeoldwest 

Family Grow Wild Morning
Tuesday 12th April (10am-12pm)
Join our expert, Hilary Conlan, to 
learn about pollinators and 
wildflowers. Join in with seed 
planting to take home and grow!

Badger Talk [Online]
Thursday 28th April (6-7pm)
Discover the world of badgers 
with a talk from the South East 
Cambridgeshire Badger Group.

Hedgehog Talk [Online]
Thursday 5th May  
Join Laura, our Natural Heritage 
& Communities Officer, for a talk
on our much loved hedgehogs 
and find out how to conduct a 
survey. 

For all events please visit our 
website! (more to be added 
soon)

https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/volunteer/
https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/volunteer/


VOLUNTEER HELP
NEEDED!
Laura Allen, Natural Heritage & Communities 

Officer

We are looking for volunteers to support the 
project team at our public engagement 
events this summer. Are you able to help us? 

During the summer we are holding three 
'Open for Nature' days. We will be joined by 
our experts and local wildlife groups (such as 
the South East Cambridgeshire Badger 
Group, Cambridgeshire Mammal Society and 
RSPB) to promote local wildlife and 
volunteering opportunities from across 
Cambridgeshire. At each of these events 
there will be a range of wildlife activities for 
members of the community to join in with 
(e.g., wildflower surveys and planting seeds 
to grow at home). 

We are looking for volunteers to lead 
wildlife activities at each of these events. 
From running a wildlife crafting table for 
local families, to helping others develop their 
wildflower identification skills or maybe just 
speaking with members of the public about a 
key species - we are very flexible with ideas! 

If you are interested in joining the project 
team at one of these events or would like 
more information please get in touch with us! 
Email info@newlifeoldwest.org.uk for a chat.
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Orchards have long been a prominent feature in the Fenland and South Cambridgeshire 
landscape. Significant commercial orchards had developed around Wisbech by the 18th 
century, with apples shipped via the River Nene to markets in eastern England. During 
the 19th century, the arrival of the railways allowed fruit to be rapidly transported to 
major markets in London and the Midlands, leading to an explosion of orchards in the 
Fens, the Fen-edge “islands” and South Cambridgeshire. Single variety orchards were 
often concentrated along railway lines. New disease resistant rootstocks allowed more, 
smaller trees to be planted per hectare, and mechanization and chemical sprays for 
disease control increased production.

In 1950, 4950 hectares of orchards were recorded in Cambridge, Huntingdon, the Isle of 
Ely and Soke of Peterborough. From the mid-20th century orchards show a steady 
decline. A 2003 DEFRA census recorded only 959 hectares in Cambridgeshire. A National 
Lottery Heritage Fund supported project, Orchards East, saw volunteers survey 37% of 
Cambridgeshire parishes. Volunteers inspected 2,885 sites identified as orchards from 
historic maps dating back to the 19th century; of these only 370 remained as orchards. 
Cheap fruit imported from the Commonwealth, and latterly the Common Market, eroded 
the viability of fruit farms. Orchard sites have been developed for housing, industry or 
adapted to different arable crops.

Cambridgeshire Acre’s New Life on the Old West project has helped several villages, 
Cottenham, Over and Wilburton, to plant new fruit trees on community green spaces. 
Pupils from Over Primary School Eco-council planted a small apple and plum orchard in 
the village. Close to the school, this will grow to provide outdoor learning opportunities 
for future generations of pupils, as well as fruit for the villagers. We provided 8 fruit 
trees for a wonderful parish council allotment site in Wilburton. The orchard sits 
alongside a new wildlife pond, woodland and wildflower areas, all acting as a magnet for 
a range of species.

Read the full article on our website.

NEW FRUIT TREES FOR CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
VILLAGES
by Howard Jones, NLOW Project Manager

PAGE 4 WWW.NEWLIFEOLDWEST.ORG.UK

N O .  1M A R C H .  2 0 2 2 N O .  3

https://www.newlifeoldwest.org.uk/new-fruit-trees-for-cambridgeshire-villages/
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