
 

 

If you liked these activities and would like to find more, 
www.pect.org.uk/projects/natures-school/ 
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Leaf Lantern 

You will need: 

 Glass Jar 

 Leaves 

 Glue (Pritt Stick is fine) 

 Tea Light 

 

The Build: 

 Make sure your glass jar is clean and dry, remove all labels 
and any residue glue 

 Collect the leaves you would like to use on your lantern -  
look for interesting shapes and different colours 

 Make sure your leaves are clean and dry 

 Glue your chosen leaves to the outside of your jar in                     
whatever formation or pattern you like. (To help them 
stick, glue the smooth side of the leaf, you may need to 
hold it down or smooth it out to make sure it stays) 

 Leave to dry, insert the tea light and turn off all the lights 

 

 

Twig God’s Eye 

You will need: 

 2 Twigs 

Or 

 Conker 

 Tootpicks 

 Wool 

 

The Build: 

 Cross your 2 twigs to make a cross and tie together 

 Decide what colours you would like to use and tie one end 
of a length of wool to one of the twigs 

 Weave the wool between the twigs experimenting with 
different techniques of wrapping it, directions, gaps and 
colours 

 As you get more confident try it with 4 or more twigs 

 

Top Tips: 

If you’re struggling to get your sticks to stay  together, pierce a 
conker with toothpicks and use in the 
same way 

You can try using 3 twigs                                   

to create a tree shape 



 

 

Wild Animal Sculptures 

You will need: 

 Mud, Clay 

  Pine Cones, Acorns, Conkers, Twigs, Leaves 

 Card, Felt, Pipe Cleaners etc for details 

 Glue 

 

 

The Build: 

 Grab some of your mud or clay and mould it into your       
animal shape or you could use a conker, acorn or pine 
cone 

 Use your twigs, leaves, etc to decorate and add detail 

 

 

Top Tip:  

If using a conker or acorn you might                                                           
need to use something to pierce                                                        
holes in it such as a                                                                  
skewer or toothpick  

 

 

Leaf Parachute 

You will need: 

 Large Long Leaf 

 Stone/Pebble/Tree Seed 

 String 

 

 

The Build: 

 Tie a piece of string to each end of the leaf 

 Tie the other end of both pieces of string to the stone, so 
it hangs in the middle 

 

You could draw a design on your stone to make it look like a 
mini beast or even a person under the parachute 

 Find somewhere to launch your parachute from - this 
could be an upstairs window or the top of a climbing 
frame or slide 

 Does it glide to the ground or fall 
with a bump?  

 

Top Tips:  

Have a go at trying it out with different 
leaves and passengers 



 

 

Grow A Pine Cone 

You will need: 

 Fresh Pine Cone 

 Soil 

 Pot 

 

The Build: 

 Sit the base of your fresh pine cone in a pot with some 
soil, leave the top poking out 

 Place on a windowsill 

 Add a small amount of water every day (if you add too 
much it will rot the pine cone) 

 You will start to see green sprouts coming out of the top  

 You can then plant it outside in your garden or a larger 
pot 

 

Top Tips: 

See if you could also plant and grow a                       
conker or acorn 

 

 

Tree Mobile 

You will need: 

 Twigs 

 Tree Objects to hang  

 String 

 

 

The Build: 

 Cross two twigs and bind together using some string 

 Cut different lengths of string to tie to your sticks 
(Remember you will need to make sure your mobile is 
evenly balanced for it to hang straight) 

 Attach your tree objects to the ends of your strings 

 Remember to tie a piece of string to the centre of your 
mobile, so you can hang it up 

 

 



 

 

Leaf Wreath 

You will need: 

 Paper Plate 

 Different Leaves 

 Scissors 

 Glue or Double Sided Tape 

 String or Ribbon 

 

The Build: 

 Cut out the inside of the plate to create a ring 

 Create a hole and thread the string or ribbon through for 
hanging later 

 Add your glue or tape to one side 

 Stick your leaves to the plate and leave to dry 

 Hang on your door for a festive feel 

 

Top Tips: 

To make your leaves last   longer dip them in melted wax 

Make your leaves more colourful by 
painting designs onto them 

Add a bow to make it more festive 

 

 

Conker Game 

You will need: 

 Conker (1 for each player) 

 String or Shoe Lace 

 Screwdriver (or similar to make the hole) 

 

The Build: 

 Pierce your conker using something sharp to make a hole 
all the way through (adult supervision and guidance        
required) 

 Thread the string through the hold and tie a large and tight 
knot at one end 

 Slide the conker down to the knot and make sure it cannot 
fall off 

 

How to Play: 

 One player stands with their arm fully extended out to the 
side,  holding the end of their string 

 The other player has 3 attempts to try and hit one of the 
conker with theirs 

 The players then swap places 

 This continues until one the conkers is 
broken from the string - this player 
has lost the game 



 

 

Leaf Windmill 

You will need: 

 Large Leaf 

 Scissors, Pencil & Ruler 

 Stick 

 Drawing Pin 
 

The Build: 
 

2. Draw a line from     
corner to corner 
and repeat the            

opposite way so 
you have a cross 

3. Cut half way       
down each line 

4. Fold every other 
point to the middle of 

the cross and secure to 
the stick with a pin 

Top Tips: 

Make sure your pin is not in too tight, otherwise 
your windmill will not turn 

1. Cut a square from 
your leaf 

 

 

Tree Garlands 

There are lots of different ways to create your own tree           
garlands. Here are a few to get you started                                     
and let your imagination take over. 

 

Leaf Garlands - Simply thread your collection of leaves onto 
some string  

 

 

 

 

 

Tree Seed Garland - Use as many different seeds as you can 
find - acorns, conkers, pine cones, elder cones, etc. Go wild 
with your own designs and 
combinations  

 

 

 

Top Tips: 

To make things like dead leaves last longer dip them in melted 
wax 

Make your garlands more colourful by painting elements  
different colours 



 

 

Leaf Compass 

You will need: 

 Magnet/Stone/ Something Metal 

 Needle/Straightened Paperclip  

 Leaf 

 Bowl of Water 

 

 

The Build: 

 Touch the south pole of the magnet to the point of the 
needle 

 Touch the north pole of the magnet to the eye of the nee-
dle 

 If you don’t have a magnet, rub one end of your needle 
30-40 times in one direction 

 Place the needle on a leaf and float in a bowl of water or 
even a puddle 

 Watch it spin around and point towards north 

 

 

Tree Guardian 

You will need: 

 Mud 

 Twigs, Leaves, Flowers, Feathers, Stones 

 

 

The Build: 

 Choose your tree 

 Create a mud pat and place it somewhere on the tree 
where it will stick, this might be in a nook or a gap in the 
bark to help it stick 

 Create your tree guardian face, this can be as imaginative 
as you like 

 Keep visiting your tree to see if it is still there 
 

 



 

 

Leaf Art 

You will need: 

 Leaves 

 Paper, Paint, Crayons 

 Paper Towel or Plain Cotton Fabric 

 Wooden Mallet or Rolling Pin 

 

The Build: 

 Collect your leaves, clean and dry them 

Leaf Rubbings 

 Place them with the smooth side down, behind some     
paper 

 With a crayon rub over the top to transfer 

Leaf Printing 

 Place them smooth side down  

 Cover with paint and transfer onto your paper paint side 
down  

 Peel to reveal your print 

 

Leaf Transfers (DO NOT DRY) 

 Place between 2 pieces of fabric or pa-
per towel 

 Using a mallet or rolling pin tap over the 
top of the leaf 

 Peal back the top layer to reveal your 
print 

 

 

Measure a Tree 

How To: 

 Find a tree that looks really old or really big 

 Try to measure the tree at about 1.5m from the 
ground - see the dotted line on these  examples 

 

 

 

 

 

 The fun way to measure a tree is to give it a hug - this 
is done fingertip to finger tip. The average adults arm 
span is 1.5m 

 Identify the tree - you could use its leaves 

 If your tree measures any of these hugs in the    table 
it could be classed as ancient! 

 You can log your find at -                                       
www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/add-a-tree 

Sweet Chestnut 4 Hugs Oak 3 Hugs 

Ash 2 Hugs Beech 2 Hugs 

Birch 1 Hug Field Maple 1 Hug 



 

 

Clay Leaf Bowls 

You will need: 

 Clay (air drying works best) 

 Leaves 

 Rolling Pin 

 Blunt Knife 

 Bowl the size of your own finished piece 

 

The Build: 

 Soften the clay by rolling and moulding a piece in your 
hand 

 Roll into a ball and roll it out (don’t make it too thin) 

 Select the leaves you would like to use - you could use just 
1 large leaf or lots of little ones joined together 

 Gently press them into your clay evenly (you could use 
your rolling pin) 

 Peel back the leaf and gently inside or on the outside of 
your bowl to curve - layer multiple leaves if needed 

 Leave to dry and paint or decorate 

 

 

Tree Mandala 

You will need: 

 Leaves, Twigs, Bark and/or Seeds you have collected  

 Card/Paper 

 Glue 

 

The Build: 

 Lay out all the items you have collect 

 Start to arrange them in a circular pattern, which is           
symmetrical 

 Get creative with your ideas - if you want to keep your   
design lay it out on some card or paper and glue it down 
or you could lay your design out on the ground and allow 
the wind to take it when it blows. 

 You could try - 

 A Log 

 Sand 

 Grass 

The word mandala means                                                                          
circle” and has a design that          
radiates out symmetrically from 
an unifying centre.  

It is one of nature’s most                 
perfect configurations. 



 

 

Leaf Hapa Flags 

You will need: 

 Plain Light Coloured Fabric 

 Fresh Leaves 

 Hammer/Mallet/Rolling Pin 

 Twig  

 String & Scissors 

 

The Build: 

 Decide what type of flag you want to create and cut your 
fabric into your chosen shape 

 Create your design by placing leaves on your fabric 

 Place another piece on top and use a hammer to  transfer 
the design onto the fabric 

 Peel back the top layer to reveal your print 

 Cut some holes into the fabric and thread 
your string through 

 Tie your flag onto your twig or in the place 
you wish to hang it 

 

 

 

Leaf Animal Art 

You will need: 

 Leaves, Twigs, Bark and/or Seeds you have collected 

 Card, Paper etc for animal details 

 Glue, Paint, Colouring Pens 

 

 

 

The Build: 

 Using the things you have found create your very own    
animal friend, however you like 

 

Top Tip:  

You could make them into puppets by  mounting them onto a 
stick  
 


