
Wader scrapes
Ideal for wildlife and wading birds

A scrape is a shallow depression with gently sloping edges that 
seasonally holds water, creating wet, muddy in-field features ideal 
for wildlife, especially wading birds.

Ideal locations:

Preferably impermeable soils (e.g., clay or silt)

Avoid freely draining soils or sites with low water tables,     
as they won’t hold water long enough

Place scrapes away from forest edges - waders prefer open 
areas with clear views to detect predators

WHAT IS A SCRAPE?

POST-CREATION MANAGEMENT

DESIGN PRINCIPLES
Depth - Vary the depth across the scrape, with a maximum of 45cm in the centre.                 
Shallow zones near the edge create optimal feeding areas.

Edges -  Create gently sloping edges to maximise muddy margins as water recedes in spring. 
These shallow margins are vital for wader chick foraging.

Size - Each scrape should be a minimum of 20m². Three scrapes per hectare is a good target for 
habitat provision.

Shape – Stay away from straight lines. Try to make wavy edges to increase the total edge length 
(‘edge effect’) - more edge means more feeding opportunities.

Water Control – Build scrapes in natural low points where water already tends to collect. These 
areas are more likely to hold water into late spring without the need for complex infrastructure.

Machinery Access - If fields are mown, ensure scrapes are shallow enough to be crossed by 
equipment, or design placement to avoid mowing disruption.

Grazing (preferably by cattle) 
helps maintain ideal vegetation 
structure

Short grass with scattered 
tussocks and rushes is optimal

Cattle can also help keep 
margins open and puddled by 
trampling

If you’re not grazing the land… 

Cut back vegetation every couple of 
years. 

De-silt as required - at least every 5 
years may be suitable, but monitor 
and adjust timescale to prevent 
succession (i.e. trees taking over)!



BENEFITS FOR LAPWINGS

Why lapwings need scrapes
Lapwings are ground-nesting waders that have 
suffered significant population decline due to habitat 
loss and agricultural intensification. Scrapes offer vital 
foraging and nesting resources.

HOW SCRAPES HELP LAPWINGS

Insect-rich feeding zones - Muddy scrape 
edges host high densities of earthworms, midge 
larvae, and aquatic invertebrates - ideal food for 
both adults and chicks.

Seasonal water retention - Scrapes that retain 
shallow water through spring (March - June) 
mirror the natural wetland conditions lapwings 
need during breeding season.

Open, predator-visible habitats - Scrapes 
located away from trees, wires, and hedgerows 
reduce predator cover, improving nest success.

Support during dry periods - Even when 
surrounding grassland dries, deeper central 
zones of scrapes stay moist, offering sustained 
feeding opportunities.

ADDITIONAL SPECIES BENEFITS

Redshanks, snipe, and other farmland birds like 
tree sparrows also benefit from scrape habitats, 
contributing to overall biodiversity gains.

BEST PRACTICE FOR SUPPORTING LAPWINGS

Create multiple scrapes in large 
open fields (>3 ha)

Ensure a patchy sward with 
grazing to provide nesting cover 
and visibility

Avoid disturbing during 
nesting (March - July)

Maintain scrapes to prevent 
vegetation overgrowth


